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Defense of 1A

‘W E BELIEVE President Kennedy performed
an important service to the nation when
he came out in strong support of the Ceritral
Intetlipence Agency. As the CIA's formcr
chief, Allen Dulles, had said earlier the same
day in an exclusive interview with the Journat-
American, the CIA was being made “Lhe goat”
in the Viet Nam snafu,

The President declared it was “wholly un-
true” that the CIA had been making its own
policy in Viet Nam and had not cooperaied
fully with other agencies of the U. 5. Govern-
ment, He stressed that the CIA has worked
under direct instructions {rom the While
House and has done “a good job.”

Intelligence work is necessarily hush-hush
and Americans always fecl uncomforfable
about secret operations. But this nation needs
its Tnelligence officers vitally in a worid where
all pations engage in secret suryeillance, and
it ‘yould be & highly dangerous situation for
ths; CIA to be deprived of the nation’s confi-
dence. :

There has apparently been a lack up to
now of clear-cut policy for Viet Nam. and 1t is
sommendable that steps aré being taken to

, temedy that uncertainty. It is also heartening
that President Kennedyv has stesped in to pre-
vent making the CIA “the goat.’ :
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